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chocolate

MNICK RIDLEY put any prejudice aslide and went o watch aix
chocolate labmdors hamd at work plecking-up In Warwickahine

ention chocolste labradors

to mast gundog people and

you will get a tarvent of

viewsfmone “I woukin't have

ane af them, they're fat and

lamy,™ to: “In forty years of shooting 1 have

never seen 4 choonlate lab wark. You've got to
e husnvings & laugh!™

Let's take a lomical look &t this. The lalradar

retriever has een with us in the UK since the

early 180= and was first recogmized by the

Eennel Cluk in 1905, A= we all know, labs come

in three ealours: black, yellow and ¢hocolate.

Uwer the years black became the daminsnt

colour and in the early breeding pro-
grammes yellow aml chocolste caoloured
puprpies were o ften “culled’.
Chocalate labs became popular in the show
ring and today are particularly fashionable as
pet - &mdd, tobe fair, in ny day-today work of
photographing all types of dogs, | do e a lat
af’ oyer-welght chocalate caloured labs.
However, 1 learned a long time ago that
where working dogs are coneerned you should
never make generalisstions. Karly last year,
while covering the Midland Gundog Soclety
novice Pleld trial, I met Doty Walls-Duffin
and ane af her excellent working ¢hocolate

‘What's in a colour anyway? It is a matter of
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personal choice and what is pleasing to your eye
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